
Second Sunday of Advent 

4 December 2022 

Reading 1 Is 11:1-10 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

Reading 2 Rom 15:4-9 

Gospel Mt 3:1-12 

  

Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Advent is a time of hope and patience – it also calls for us to see the good in each of us and in 

others.  It is a time of reflection and reconciliation, which hopefully allows us to begin anew – to 

find peace and joy in life, beginning in ourselves. 

 

In today’s first reading we heard about a stump, “the stump of Jesse.”  A stump is usually a small 

remaining portion of the trunk with the roots still in the ground. 

 

In this case, it is referring to Jesus' family tree, which like all men, goes back to our first parents, 

Adam and Eve.  Because of their action of eating from the fruit of the forbidden “Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil”, God cast them out of the Garden of Eden, thus cutting them off 

from their inheritance of eternal life with him. 

 

Yet, he did not do so without first clothing them and promising them that he would open the 

doors for them and their descendants in the future.  Yet, their descendants would have to make 

that choice between good and evil for themselves, not as a group, but as individuals. 

 

When we eat poorly, it affects our health and daily lives.  This is the same for sin for it affects 

our spiritual health and our eternal lives. 

 

In the first weeks of military basic training, if one individual soldier messes up – the whole 

squad, platoon or the company is punished for the infraction.  It is enforcing that one action does 

not affect just you, but everyone around you. 

 

It may seem harsh, but on the battlefield, one man’s actions can clearly influence another's. 

 

The men at Pamplona were clearly outnumbered but St. Ignatius of Loyola (not yet a saint) 

inspired them to valiantly defend the city.  However, once he was hit in the legs by a cannon ball 

and could no longer continue to be seen or inspire his fellow soldiers, the defense crumbled and 

they, along with the whole town surrendered. 

 

The opponents admired Ignatius' leadership so much that they had their surgeons care for his legs 

and allowed him to return home.  While recuperating, another story itself, Ignatius would be 

influenced by two books, “The Life of Jesus Christ” and the Golden Collection – which was 

about the life of the saints. 

 

This served as the fertilizer that would change Ignatius from the militant, carousing, womanizing 

man and set him on the path to learning more about God and the establishment of the Society of 

Jesus, the Jesuits.   The Jesuits have influenced and inspired thousands to learn more about God 

and develop a deep personal relationship with God. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/72?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/15?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?1


 

Yet, just as later in basic training it goes from group punishment to individual punishment for 

failure to obey orders – so it happens in our spiritual lives.  Baptism removes original sin (our 

group punishment) for Adam and Eve’s action, so that each of us are free to know, love and 

serve God and others. 

 

In the Gospel, we heard John the Baptist say: Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. 

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

John the Baptist is pointing out that each of us must decide for ourselves whether we will follow 

Jesus or place ourselves ahead of God and others. 

 

Because of original sin, good and bad resides in each of us. 

 

The parable of the barren fig tree, found only in the Gospel of Luke, is a call to repentance and 

fruitfulness. 

 

In the parable we hear: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for 

fruit on it but did not find any. So, he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 

years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! 

Why should it use up the soil?’ 

“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If 

it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

Jesus’ coming is the gardener coming, he will spend the last three years of his adult life, digging 

and fertilizing around God’s chosen people – calling them to know, love and serve God and 

others, and finally giving his body and body to help them be fruitful. 

 

The incident of the withered fig tree recorded in Mark’s gospel is used to challenge the disciples 

to faith. 

 

 

On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry. Seeing at 

a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when 

He came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 

 

 
 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!” And His disciples were listening. 

 

 

At our individual judgment before God, which is one of the last four things, Jesus will decide if 

we have been fruitful or not. 

 

Finally, the Lord uses the parable of the budding fig tree in Mark to call his disciples to 

watchfulness and readiness for their Lord’s return. 

 

 

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, 

you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it 

is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 



these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 

away. 

 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 

 

As we approach to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, let us remember that he is the gardener who tends and fertilizes us with his Body, Blood, 

and Soul, so we can bear the fruit God intended and receive the divine inheritance promised to 

those that bear that fruit. 

 

Amen! 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html

